interval between collection of specimen and arrival a the laboratory.
If any evidence of colony growth on the submitted media was noticed in the laboratory on arrival, it was replated on Thayer-Martin medium to obtain colonies of N. gonorrhoeae. The presence of N. gonorrhoeae was confirmed by the oxidase reaction, Gram-staining, and fluorescent antibody staining, using antigonococcal rabbit globulin-absorbed (Difco). (Fluorescent antibody staining and Gram-staining were done only when the oxidase reaction was positive.) If there was any doubt in identification of the organism after these tests, sugar fermentation reaction tests were used to confirm the presence of N. gonorrhoeae.
When there was no colony growth on the media submitted from the clinics, they were incubated in the laboratory for 72 hrs and read at 24-hr intervals. If there was still no growth after the 72 hrs incubation, the specimen was considered to be negative.
The media submitted to the laboratory which did not meet the standard requirements for processing and mailing, were provisionally reported as unsatisfactory. They were also incubated for 72 hrs and examined at 24-hr intervals as were the other specimens, and only reported as unsatisfactory after careful examination. (Table II) .
A follow-up of 61,158 persons who were screened indicated that almost all those with positive gonococcal cultures received treatment (Table III) . Only 94 Among the clinics and groups included in this screening programme were some which had positive results in less than 2 per cent. of cases. The low rates of positive results among certain population groups suggests that screening should be limited to high risk groups because of rising costs, limited resources, and considerations of cost benefit and cost efficiency.
For these reasons, the author agrees with the suggestions of other investigators (Juhlin, 1968; Thatcher, McCraney, Kellogg, and Whaley, 1969; Najem and Lynn, 1971; Pedersen, 1972; Schroeter and Lucas, 1972; Blount, 1973; Connor, 1973; Handsfield, Lipman, Harnisch, Tronca, and Holmes, 1974; ASHA, 1974; Pariser, 1972) 
